
EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES

DATE & TIME: May 8, 2019                   7:00 p.m.

Present: Jim Fullerton, Dwight Rohrer, James Hackett, 
Andy Weaver, Brian Biggs, Ann Byrne, Linda 
DiPerna (Alternate)

Absent: Mike Lehr, Brent Detter (Alternate), Matt 
Pawlikowski (Alternate) 

Others Present: Jon E. Beck, Director of Development Services
Scott Hain, DMA, Township Engineer
Cindy A. Schweitzer, Manager/Secretary

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – The meeting was called to order by Jim 
Fullerton, 
Chairman, at 7:02 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes

Mr. Rohrer made a motion to approve the April 10th, 2019 minutes as submitted.  Mrs. 
Byrne seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0-3 in favor with Mr. Fullerton, Mr. 
Hackett, and Mrs. DiPerna abstaining due to absence. 

Old Business

Public Comment Policy

Mr. Rohrer made a motion to adopt the public comment policy. Mr. Weaver seconded 
the motion. The motion carried 7-0 in favor.

Plan Reviews

13-15.07 – Lime Spring Village (Lime Spring Farm Ph 3) – Final Plan



A request to table the project was presented to the Planning Commission. Mr. Rohrer 
made a motion to table the final plan. Mrs. Byrne seconded the motion. The motion 
carried 7-0 in favor.

13-15.06 – Farmstead - Homestead Village Clubhouse

Andy Miller, Rettew Associates, was in attendance and presented the Final Lot 
Consolidation and Land Development Plan.

Mr. Fullerton commented on the lack of parking for the clubhouse; that 14 total spaces 
did not seem sufficient. Mr. Rohrer asked about the proposed cul-de-sac on the south 
side of the development; discussion was had regarding cul-de-sac lengths. Mr. Hain 
mentioned the reason for staff supporting the design was due to the retaining wall and 
stormwater facility. Mr. Rohrer asked about sidewalks and if the developer will be 
requesting a waiver of sidewalks.

Mr. Rohrer made a motion to recommend approval of the Farmstead at Homestead 
Village Final Lot Consolidation Plan and Final Land Development Plan, Township File 
#13-15.06, conditioned on resolution of all outstanding staff and engineering comments,
within 90 days of plan approval, unless extended by the Board for cause shown, or plan 
approval will be null and void. Mr. Hackett seconded the motion. The motion carried 7-0 
in favor.

19-05.01 – Lehman LAOP

Brian Lehman, property owner, was in attendance and presented the Lot Add-On Plan.

Mr. Lehman stated that Weber Surveyors is completing a plan resubmission and that a 
revised plan should be submitted soon. Mr. Weaver inquired about the curb and 
sidewalk comment from DM/A’s letter. Discussion was had on the topic with the 
Planning Commission agreeing to table the plan until this comment could be addressed 
by Mr. Lehman’s design team.

Mrs. Byrne made a motion to table the Lot Add-On Plan. Mrs. DiPerna seconded the 
motion. The motion carried 7-0 in favor.

18-05-MP – Woodcrest Villa Master Plan

David Bitner, RGS Associates, was in attendance and presented the Master Plan.

Mr. Rohrer inquired about what on the Master Plan has been built so far; Mr. Bitner 
highlighted the most recent projects that have been constructed within the last two to 
three years to include: The tennis courts, greenhouse, duplex units, and the apartment 
building.



Mr. Rohrer made a motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors to accept the 
Woodcrest Villa Master Plan, Township File #18-05-MP. Mrs. Byrne seconded the 
motion. The motion carried 7-0 in favor.

Ordinance Review

Beekeeping

Mr. Beck presented the draft ordinance to the Planning Commission.
Discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of having regulations concerning 
beekeeping.

Horse Barn for Transportation

Mr. Beck presented the draft ordinance to the Planning Commission.

Mr. Rohrer stated that 20,000 ft2 to one acre is a big jump to go from one horse to two 
however he supports the ordinance.  

Levi and Sam Stoltzfus commented that they were in support of the amendment. Mr. 
Rohrer asked how many horses did an Amish family need; John Stoltzfus replied that a 
family typically has 1 or 2, but when they have sons or daughters they need extra 
horses.

John and Steven Stoltzfus mentioned they were in favor of the ordinance and warned 
that Amish will leave the Township if they cannot take their horses to smaller lots, 
because the older Amish are downsizing and not farming anymore.

Mr. Weaver made a motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors approval of the 
Horse Barn for Transportation zoning text amendment. Mrs. Byrne Seconded the 
motion. The motion carried 5-0

Seasonal Farm Labor Housing

Mr. Beck presented the draft ordinance to the Planning Commission.

Noncommercial Keeping of Livestock in Residential Zones

Mr. Beck presented the draft ordinance to the Planning Commission.

Mr. Rohrer expressed concerns with backyard poultry in the non-agricultural zones due 
to biosecurity, inability to proper monitor, and public safety concerns.



Wireless Facilities

Mr. Beck briefed the Planning Commision and public on the latest, revised draft of the 
Wireless Communication Facilities ordinance from the Cohen Law Group and 
highlighted the major revisions.

Carley Smith, 754 Barr Blvd, requested that any special exception will require the 
applicant to notify all property owners within 1500 feet from the subject property line.

Public Comment – None

Plan Introductions

Mr. Beck introduced three plans to the Planning Commission:
● 19-05.01 Lehman LAOP – 709 Dorsea Rd. & 2745 Marietta Ave.
● 13-15.07 Lime Spring Farm Phase s, Lime Spring Village – Marietta Ave.
● 18-04.05 Traditions of America – Miller Rd.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:47 P.M.




